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TOTAL DEPRAVITY. 





Mr. Eprror,—The doctrine of total moral depravity has long 
been considered, by the orthodox divines of New England, as 
lying at the foundation of ‘all the doctrines of grace. They have 
argued, conclusive ‘ly as it appears to me, that if men, by nature, 
are not lol ally de ‘praved, they do not need to be rege nerated, but 
only sanctified; and if so, there is no essential difference between 
saints and sinners. ‘To say that sinners have some holiness, and 
saints more, is not to make a radical distinction between them; 
for on this ground, there is no more diflerence between a saint and 
a sinner, than between one saint and another: And then there 

would seem to be some foundation for the conjecture of Dr. Paley, 

that, perhaps, there will be but very little to choose, in the coming 
world, between the condition of the least holy saint and the least 
de} raved sinner. 

But | need not inform you, nor many of your readers, how dif- 
ferent this view of human depravity is from the represeatations of 
the sacred writers, who call saints and sinners by such opposite 
appellations as, the righteous and the wicked, the just and the 
unjust, the friends and the enemies of God—describe the hearts of 
sinners,as not only void of holiness,but full of evl—pronounce the 
unregenerate to be dead in lrespasses and sins, and so children 
of wrath, and liable, without such a moral chang as may be prop- 
erly ealled a new birth, to be consigned at last to the place pre- 
pared for fallen spirits. 

it is not, however, my design, at present, so much to exhibit 
proof of the doctrine of total depravity, as to attempt a brief erpo- 
sifion of it. Plainly as this doctrine is stated in sacred scrip- 
ture, and clearly as it bas been illustrated by Dr. Hopkius and 
others, it still seems to be misunderstood by some, and even some 
of those who are ‘set for the defence of the gospel,’ and ought, 
therefore, to be able to teach, instead of needing to be taught, 
one of the first principles of the oracles of God. I am credibly 
informed, that a preacher in this vicinity, who professes and is re- 
puted to be orthodoz, recently said in his pulpit, that ‘sinners are 
not totally depraved, ‘because the y are co nlinua lly growing worse.’ 
This way of disproving the doctrine, is evidence that he grossly 
misunderstands it; and if he, then others perhaps may misunder~ 
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stand it, and especially some of his hearers. He must have im- 
bibed the notion, that to be totally depraved, is to be as sinful as 
it is possible for a created being to become. This is a strange 
notion of total depravity. Upon this ground it might be safely 
asserted that Lucifer himself can never become tota ly depraved, 
unless. at some remote period in eternity, he shall become omnis- 
cin , aid so incapable of further increase in knowledge and ca- 
pacity for sinful affections, exercises and actions. 
"hat, then, is to be understood by éolal depravity? T answ 

Co ipl le or pe rfect stnfidaes T J rate this answer, I WwW 


several observ 


Dr. 
It 


either 


w Le man ¢ i ré —a-i Tis p 
the operations of h d, intellectual 
y—his whole natur iv lepra ity im 
veen called physical depr ’ : spravity of nalur 
ictioh from voluntary alf-ctions or exercises of will, to which 
lotal depravity ts supposed to b long, and on this account Is 
ed moral. It is sinful, odiovs and criminal 
(otal depravity unplies, but does not consist in a mere wanl, 
sntire destitution of holiness. Where there is total depravity, 
is, indeed, an ent i holmess; but the depravity 
consist in wa or absence, which is a noner tity any 
ace; but it consists in somethme pe silive, 


m empty S} 


which bas a real existence, which is the object of dis- 


approbatian, and which occasions the absence of holiness. It con- 
sists in sin, which ‘is the transgression of the divine law,’ and of 
course the oppostle of that holy, disinterest: d love which the divine 
law requires; or, In one word, it is s¢ lfishnese Selfish cffecitons 
and voliftons, which include every thing in which the mind is ac 
five, constitute total depravity 

3. ‘Total depravity implies, that all the affections and volitions 


ofthe man, are habitually and constantly sinful If one has any 


t 
holy affections and volitions, however ‘few and far between,’ it is 


not proper to say, he is totally depraved Ihe phrase is used to 


i 


denote a sfafe of the heart or will, which, while it continues, en 
tirely excludes every exercise of holy love 

t. ‘Total depravity implies that the affections and rolitions of the 
man, are purely sinful, 1e. that there is no mixture of holiness in 
them. Aad this must evidently be the case, if they are se lish:— 
for it is imposible that holiness should ever, in the least degree, be 
mixed with selfishness. He who has any sellishness, loves himself 
more than God; and he who has any holiness, loves God more 
than himself and how then can these two things, selfishness and 
holiness, be mixed,any more than light and darkness, fire and wa- 
ter? ‘The supposition is absurd. I add, 
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Total depravity implies, that all the actions of the man 


sinful and displeasing to God 


Yn a moral view, actions aud 
voiunt ry erercises are on aud the same, Nothine ; 
we follows the affections and volitions, is of a mé 

these only are men accountable: in these alone consists the 
tivity. And as total depravity implies that all the voluntary 


er-ises of the man are selfish, it of « se plies that all bis : 


tions are sinful. In other words, total depravity, as it im 


that the heart, from which alone mauk act, is wholly eral 
it unolies that all their actious, both civ: 


* thoi powiog ts sin, and their prayers ab 


’ 
j 


Krom the above explanation, a few itnlerences may be dras 
vith which | will close this communication 

1. There may be degrees of total depravity Where th 
exercises are all sinful; they may be more or less free 
ar less infense, and more or less exlensive. ‘T : 
taany degrees of total « epravity as there ar 
The term lotal, implies that the vessel is full, be 
ler. A bottle may be as totally wine, asa barrel. 
sprout from the acorn is as totally oak, as the full vrown tree.— 
Hence, : 

2. Sinners may be totally depraved, and yet grow worse and 

worse every day. ‘otal depravity is what fills the capacity at the 
time: but as the natural capacity may increase, so may the total 
depravity. As sinners are always growing iv knowledge or men- 
tal capacity, so they are always growing more and more depraved; 
although the child is as totally depraved as the man, and the peas- 
aut as the philosopher. 
3. It dees not follow from the total depravity of sinners, that 
they always act as bad as-they cun. By act, here, must be un- 
derstood overt or outward visible action. And it is obvious that 
while all the voluntary exercises of sinners are evil to the extent 
of their capacity; they may be restrained in various ways from 
doing many thing» which they bave natural power to do, and would 
do, if all restraints were removed, and syfficient temptations laid 
before them 

4. That sinners are sometimes very affectionate, 
that they are not totally depraved. ‘The nalural affections, such 
as fondness for relatives, sympathy with the suffering, joy, sor- 
row, &c. have no moral quality They are molives to the will, 
but distinet from the will or heart itself. Sinners, therefore, may 
fee) all the natural affections, and be led by them to many acts of 
kindness and beneficence, notwithstanding the total depravity of 
their hearts. 

5. It is not proper to say that saints are totally depraved; for 
though their moral imperfection consists in seliish exercises which 
are precisely like those of sinners, yet they hav: also many oppo- 


is no evidence 


site and holy exercises: their moral exercises are not all stoful, 
and they are not therefore folally depraved 'IATOR 
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For the Hopkinsian Magazine, 


@ONNECTION BETWEEN WAVERING BELIEF AND UNSTABLE 
Practice. 


Remarks upon James, 1. 8—A double-minded man is unstable in 
all his ways. 


The original word here translated, double-mind. d, is compovnd- 
ed of two Greek words, the first of which signifies double or twice, 
and the other signifies soul, mind or spurt. This Greek compound 
seems, at first view, to be literally and properly rendered by the 
English compound, double-minded. But whatever might have been 
the import of this word, when our version of the bible was made, 
it conveys an idea, at present, very different from that of the orig- 
inal. The word, double-minded, now meaus mich the same as 
deceitful, and is properly applied to a person who “ intends one 
thing while he professes another.” But that this cannot be the 
meaning of the original word in this passage, is evidect from what 


is here said of the double-mind man, that he is ** unstable in 


all his ways.”’? It is difficult to see, how instability of conduct 
should be the effect of deceitfulness, more than of sinc. rity. “The 
deceitful are often but too stable ina bad cause. Fickleness is 


not.remarkably an attendant on hypocrisy ” 
In the preceeding verses, the apostle is speaking of a firm and 
unwavering faith, as neccessary to acceptance in prayer; vs. 5, 6, 


7,‘* If any of you lack wisdom, !et him ask of God, that giveth 


to all men Jiberally, and upbraideth not: and it shal! be given bim. 
But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering, for he that wavereth, 


is like a wave of the sea driven of the wind and tossed For let 


not that man think that he shall receive auy thing of the Lord.”— 
By the word translated double-minded, therefore, it is natural to 
suppose, the apostle meant the opposite of fixed or stable in be- 
lief, which is the same as unsteady or inconstant in principle and 
sentiment. And this, we are told, is the common import of the 
word in Greek authors. . ‘Thus the ancient expositors explain the 
word inthis passage —‘‘A double-minded man,”’ says Eccumen- 
ius, “‘is a man of unsettled and fluctuating sentiments”? Ac- 
cording to which, the sense of the passage before us may be given 
in these words: A man unsteady in his belief, is unstable in his 
practice. ‘The subject presented to our consideration, is the con- 
nexion between unsettled sentiments and unstable conduct. This 
connexion is universal, pertaining to a man’s sentiments on all sub- 
jects, and his actions on all occasions. But I shall confine my 
pres snt observations to sentiments and conduct of a_ religious and 
moral nature, as best suited to the publication for which they are 
intended. 

The proper illustration of this subject seems to require two 
things; a description of the man who is unsteady in his belief, 
and a stat@Ment of the evidence that such a man is ever unstable 
in his practice 
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The man, unsteady in his belief, is one who frequently changes 
his sentiments oa moral and religious subjects. There is one 
change of sentiment which a map may experience without the im- 
putation of being at all unsteady in his belie! ; and that is, a 
change from error to truth. As mankind are naturally evil-doers; 
so they hate the light; and this hatred leads them into many er- 
rors. And when any of them ‘eccase to do evil and learn to do 
well,’ they uniformly ‘receive the love of the truth.’ Then, if not 
before, they renounce whatever errors they may have embraced, 
so far as they are favored with the capacity aad means of know- 
ing that system of religious and moral sentiments taught in the 
scriptures of truth. ‘This is the only material change of sentiment 
they experience; for as fast as they learn the truth, they believe 
and embrace it: and when they have once known and embraced 
the truth, they hold it fast. Though their love to God and truth 


is incoustant, yet it is rarely, if ever, so inconstant and so lone 


interrupted, as to give time for any material change of sentiment 
or wide departure from the true doctrinces ef the word of God. 

[t is a frequent change of sentiment on moral and religious sub- 
jects, which constitutes that unsteadiness of belief expressed in 
the above passage of James, by the term double-minded. One 
who thus changes his sentiments, is not fixed and established in 
any part of his creed. It matters not whether what he believes 
is true or false. He may sometimes beiieve a true doctrine for a 
while; but his betief not being firm and unwavering, he is just as 
liable to chanwe it as if the doctrine were false. He has no con- 
sistent, digested and settled scheme of sentiments, but fluctuates 
from one opinion to another, with every wind of doctrine. It is 
dificult to tell where to find him, or with whom to class him. He 
scarcely knows himself what he believes,and is in doubt, to a 
greater or less degree, on almost every important point. It is 
not uncommon for one of this description to proceed in his changes 
from bad to worse. In his first departure from the faith once de- 
livered to the saints, he perbaps became a Pelagian or Arminian®™ 
At the next step, he became a Universalist: Another short step 
brought him to Socinianism or Unitarianism of the lowest grade: 
And finally, he enters the dark and dreary waste of Deism or 
Scepticism The donble-minded man often pursues a similar 
course, in respect to points of morality and practical religion.— 

He at first, perhaps, calls in question the perpetuity and moral 
obligation of the Sabbath; then, the duty of prayer; then, the 
obligation of public worship; next, the criminality of vicious in- 
dulgence; and finally, the distinction between moral good and evil 
—right and wrong 

The changes of sentiment to which a double-minded man is lia- 
ble, are as pumerous as the various forms of error. ‘Truth is a 
unit: but error is a legion. Such unsteadiness of belief arises 
from opposition to the d vetrines and precepts of the bible, as its 
source. Those who love the truth seek for it as for hidden treas- 
wes, and with the scriptures in their hands, cannot fail to find 





( onin ri 


the true scheme of s and moral sentiments Their beli 


rests not wpon reeture, or the opinions of lallrblie men, but upon 


the mfaliib ¥ 20d, and theretore cannot be shaken by th 
‘ ~~ > ‘ 

jections, OF himisey arguments of men of corn 

and destitute of the truth. 


But on the other hand, those who hate the truth, are unwilling 


frivolous ob pt mi 


examine and understand it, and shut their eves against the ev- 


: come : : 
ce by which it is supported Hlence they generally remair 
vorant of the anly true system of religious and moral sentiment 
f light, and perceive not the essential dif 
doctr s and precepts of the gosp 
numerous errors and absurdities which counterfeit and subver 


Bot if at any time, they see and believe some truth, they 


in uarighteousness—desire to get rid of it, and re: lily part 

t for any error which evil men and seducers may throw in thes 
way. Chus, ever learnu g, they are never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth, but are turned unto fables and fals 

and waver like the waves of the sea, amidst the changelul and 
conflicting opinions which inpaundate the christian world 

Such is the double-minded man, or ome unsteady in his belief or 
religious and moral subjects 

That such aman as has been described,is ever unstable in bis 
practice, is expressly asserted by James in the passage before us: 
**A4 double-minded man is unstable in all his ways.’? But as it is 
possible that some may not be satisfied with the explanation which 
has been given of the apostle’s words, it may be useful to exhibit 
further evidence of the connexion between a wavering belief and 
unstable practice. And a variety of facts recorded in sacred his- 
tory go to establish this point. 

Pharaoh is represented as a double-minded man. At one time 
he believed Moses and Aaron to be idle impostors ; at another 
time he was convinced that they wrought miracles by the finger of 
God. At. one time he believed he bad a right to hold the Israel- 

€s in rigorous bondage; and then again, he was constrained to 
confess that he and his people had done very wickedly in not let- 
ting them depart. And his practice corresponded with his belief. 
He sent for Moses and Aaron, and then drove them from his pres- 
ence: he increased the burdens of the people, and then let them 
go free. 

Most of the Israelites in the wilderness were double-minded.— 
They wavered between a belief in the true God, and in the idols 
of the Heathen. And equally ensteady was their practice. At 
one time we find them engaged in the solemn worship of Jehovah; 
and then dancing around the molten calf. 

The great majority of the people in the time of Elijah, were 
double-minded. They sometimes believed the Lord to be God, 
and sometimes they believed Baal to he God. And accordingly 
they worshipped sometimes the one, and sometimes the other.— 
Hence the prophet interrogated them, ‘‘ How long halt ye be- 
tween two opinions: If the Lord be God, follow him: but if Baal 
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then follow him.’ Similar instances of instability in 
t. 


from unsteadiness in behef, might be found in the 
f the Israelites, down to the time of the Mes- 


The Jews who heard Christ preach, were fluctuating in their 
opinions concerning »; which rendered them eq! ally so in their 
treatment of him.’’ At one time the y crowded to bear him preach, 
and at another time thrust him out + synagogue Now th y 
ery, ** Hosaana, bie is be that cometh in the name of the 
Lord: an . th rciferate, “*Away with such a fellow from 
the e: 5 nig i nijar nstea 8 concuct, arising 


from the ine a * Was wi ‘ssed among Jews aud Geatiles, 
under tb f 


Do we not find by; rvation, that at the present day, un- 
steadin 


-d with instability in practice? 
Who are y tl re fr ie denomination to another, and 


conversation, are unstable as 


who are unsettled in their religious 
inge their creed, and have no established 
1 sul! | cts? 
; aud must be, governed in a great 
measure, by his belief. Though men may sometimes be compell- 


ed by the arm of poweF, or persuaded by the force of temptation, 


to act in opposition to the fuoward conviction of their minds, yet in 
general, their practice corresponds with their sentiments. W hat- 
ever one believes to be right, he dees with a clear conscience: but 
for one to do what he believes to be wrong, is like * kicking against 
the pricks.”? The dictates of conscience are always according to 
one’s sentiments in religion and morals. ‘The conscience of ey ry 
man lays him under moral obligation to do what he believes to be 
rizht, and to refrain from what he believes to be wrong. This is 
the obvious meaning of the apostle’s words, ‘* Whatsoever is not 
of faith is sin.”? Though a man may be very criminal for beliey- 
ing that tu be right which is wrong, or that to be wrong which is 
right; yet it is sinful for any man to do what he believes to be 
wrong, or to omit doing what he believes to be right. He who 
acts contrary to his belief, is ‘condemned of himself.”” When a 
man, therefore, is wavering in his belief, it is natural, and almost 
necessary for him to be equally fluctuating in his practice, 


| To be Concluded. } 





“(4 Depraved Nature OcTODER 


©, DEPRAVED NATURE.” 


Extract from a Communication in the N. Y. Evangelist 


“TI beg leave to state a few difficulties which grow out of the 
doctrine of a ‘‘depraved mature,” communicated by, “ordinary gen- 
eration;” and which to me, at le ast, are insunerable. 

First, if depravity of nature has been communicated from Ad im 
to me, by “ordinary generation,”’ I had no hand, or choice, in the 
communication—it was physically impossible for me to prevent it; 
and I cannot see that I am guilty of, or accountable for, that i 
pravity; neither can I find any man, who is able to show me these 
things. Many say the 7m; no one proves them—they bring no 

‘Thus saith the Lord.’ 

Second, this depravity being inherited by descent, and from my 
fathers, is inbred—is constitutional—is physic al, and if so, not 
moral, It is neither holiness nor sin, consequently, neither praise 
nor blame belong to it. We may just as well blam >a man 
praise him, for having four instead of five fingers on each ha: 

Third, as depravity thus communicated is constitutional, | am 
utterly ine apable of removing it, | am both naturally and morally 
unable to remove it—as much as | am to make a world from noth- 
ing Iam therefore naturally and morally, incapable of obeying 
God, of be'ieving in Jesus Christ, or of doing any good thi ng;— 
and though this may be my infirmity, I find no proof that it is my 
crime. Neither do I find any proof that it will be wrong in me to 
remain forever uoder this infirmity and incapacity; and will Jesus 
Christ send me to hell for not getting rid of this dep ravity? 

Fourth, the depravity thus inher ited is undefinable. No man 
has yet defined it. No one bas told us what it is, or in what part 
of the constitution it lies; and as it cannot be defined, it cannot be 
understood They who contend for it, do not understand it; if 
they did, they could define it, which they have never done.— 
Now as no one understands that depravity, no one will ever re- 
pent of it: for no man will see that he is guilty, or feel that he is 
guilty, or repent of his iniquity, till he sees his iniquity—til! he sees 
in what it consists. In all the Bible, L have not read of one who 


repented of constitutional sin, of wickedness, inherited from his 
fathers. 


“ 


Fifth, God brings no such accusation against men—he does not 
threaten them with punishment for sin inherited by descent—he 
does not command them to repent of such iniquity—he does not 
condemn them for it, nor even hint at any such thing in the indict- 
ment, which will be presented against the wicked, in the day of 
judgment. There is no such account in that indictment. ; 

Sixth, this account of sin is so different from that which God 
has given, that I strongly suspect it must be wrong. (God says, 
*¢ Sin is the transgression of the law.”? ‘This does not sound much 
hike depravity, communicated by ordinary generation. 

‘Seventh, as depravity inherited by descent, is constitutional, i 
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person, he renews his constitu- 
tion, and not the spirit of his mind: the spirit of the mind follows 
as a consequence of the renovated constitution. But, when the 
constitution has been renewed, how is itg@that depravity remains? 
Or does Gaod renew the system by degrees. 


follows that, when God renews a 
] 


Finally, as depravity communicated by ordinary generation, is 
constitutional, regeneration is constitutional; and it is strange 
that when the constitutions of parents are renewed, their children, 
begotten after this renovation, do not possess one particle of that 
constitutional holiness, although they-receive constitutional iniqui- 
ty. W hy cannot holy parents communicate holiness to their chil- 
dren in the sar ay, and as reat ily as wicked parents can com- 
municate wickednes reir children? The parents are clean— 
at least, in part; why sh not the clildres » as clean as the 


parents, if iniquity m y ne tural generation V. D. M. 


EFFECT OF CONCEALING DOCTRINES IN TIME OF REVIVAL.. 
Extracted from the Boston Teli graph, 
‘ i 


A few years ago, in the State of New York, there was a cle1 
celebrated revival preacher. He was the first, 1 think, who open- 
ly advocated the modern notion of *‘ the prayer of faith.’ He 
was sent for from various places, and, in some instances, at the 


gyman distinguished, throughout that part of the country, as a 


distance of one and two hundred miles, either to aid in revivals of 
religion, or, as was confide ntly expected, to be instrumental in their 
commencement; and he was so successful, that a whole section of 
country, various parts of which he visited, was set forth as an ex- 
ample, in which God was doing wonders by the general out-pour- 
ing of his Holy Spirit. The time of his operations, like the pres- 
ent, began to be spoken of, as “* The age of Revivals;”” and many 
christians and christian ministers began to think, that a new and 
important era in religion had opened to the churches. ‘The theory 
of this revival preacher, in which he instructed the young converts 
and old professors of religion. was, That the fundamental doctrines 
of the gospel were true, but unprofitable; that they would do for 
christians to speculate upon, in a time of religious declension, but 
were never calculated to warm their hearts, or to promote a reviv- 
al of religion; that, in order for professors of religion to be engag- 
ed in such a work, and be instrumental in the awake ning, convic- 
tion and conversion of sinners, they must throw aside what he 
called their metaphysical speculations, and betake themselves con- 
stantly to prayer and exhortation from house to house. The natu- 
ral and almost nece ssary consequence of such instruction was very 
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soon visible in the churches. Professors of relicion began to des- 

pise and throw asi le those vainalle wor kes. wiht h were most re- 


peote with religious instruction, and from which they had: derived 


’ P . - - 
what little knowl ‘dge of the fundamental doctrines of the gOS} ef} 


‘ . ’ al ¢ as os > Orn | ; 
ttey possessed appeals were Gener: y made to the passions of 


, 


both satuts and sinners; that kind of preac! and exhortation 


was in most general use, which tended eith-r to move the animal 


syn paths s, or to arous he selfish desires of the natural h art: 
ehristians went backward, instead of forward, in divine knowled 
here and there a few, who wer 

tnere dwar’s in religion, bein 

milk of the word ;?? a multi 

selves to be nothing better thar 


rnd it ma j 


her himself, has since ren sad an cting eviden« 
$s Immorality and t , that | iad no more lo 
truth and reli », the ( > sorcerer, | shristian pr 
ors, theretu ve 
conversation or in their reading, { lieve to | 


msisient with a genuine and cial work of Divine 


their hearts. 


EXTRACT 
FROM THE LAST ANNUAL REPORT OF THE AMERICAN PEACE 
SOCIETY. 


rm 


he prophecy concerning the children of Ishmael, seems to 
continue to be fulfilled to the present day. Their hand has been 
against every man, and consequently, every man’s baud has been 
against them, and those who have teken the sword have perished 
by the sword Algiers, long as great a terror to christians, as 
Malta was to mahometans, though not altogether so ferocious and 
unsparing, has, at length, fallen ander the attacks of the armies 
of the most christian king, and its sovereign has been obliged to 
seek a refuge in a christian country, where he lives in security as 
a private man. In war, however, calamitics do not fall altogether 
on the vanquished., ‘Chey but share them with the victors. Be 

sides the killed and wounded among tlie christian troops, many 
have fallen victims to pestilence, by which fleets are often dispe 

pled, and whole armies sluggishly melted away, and the loss of life 
has probably fallen heaviest on the conquerors. We certainly can- 
not be very sorry that a nest of pirates has been broken up, and 
however we may deprecate the means, we are not disposed to re- 
pine at the end. But’ could these barbarians have been civilized 
and christianized, the triumphs of the cross would have been a 





anks to Grod, than the troinpns of 

have been done tn the presen® state 

not pretend to say. Christians nicst 

stroy each other, before they can expect to 
ocress in converting pagans to the religion of ‘the 


not the only sovereign who has ex- 
ibe king, who was the instru- 
in the hand of God, for his chastisement, has himself been 


rstised, "The rod of God’s anger bas been broken and cast up 


the ground, and Charles X in retirement, may sympathise with 


dethroned Dey y may teach each other how to bear the 
ot fort mie, ap Su port each other under their trials. 


i in Kram eS. hag not been coi fi } “dd to ber he 
ils, but bas spread over Europe. All the foundations are out of 
place. Ancient systems are fast breaking up. ‘The foundations 
of the great deep are opening. \ mighty flood is about to deluge 


he world, and whether salutary or deadly is yet in the womb of 


know not what may be brought forth. The wa- 

in due time, the earth may be fertilized, and 

sts of peace, liberty and ha piness, or its sur- 

1 the besom of destruction. Some master 

Spirit fron ‘ ss pit, may be permitted to ride m the 


tempest, and ¢ t th rm, and the earth be doomed to be cov- 
with barbarianism, ignorance and slavery—the sediments of 
war—and cursed with a long duration of sterility and wretched- 
Hess 
But the signs of the times incline us to happy anticipations.— 
There is an evident reluctance in the powers of Evrope to draw 
the sword The same events which have recer tly taken place 
there, had public Opinion On the s bj ct of war bi en the same that 
it was twenty years ago, would long since have wasted Europe 
with fire and sword—would have covered it with blood and ashes, 
and have watered it with tears Phere is a constraining power, 
which keeps back tle nations: and, though the young men may 
sigh for military glory and distinction, the older men who remeni- 
ber the horrors of the last war in Europe, will neutralize that 
spirit, with their sober wisdom and expertence——the heavy burdens 
still pressing on the neeks of the population, will disineline thew 
to add to their weight, and men have become too wise, willingy 


o be made counters, for kings to play with for provinces 
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INTELLIGENCE 


RELIGIOUS, 


State ef Orthodozy atthe South.—The following Extract of a 
Letter lat ly received from an intelligent correspondent, shows 
that the state of things amongst the Presbyterians of the South, 
is similar to that of the Orthodox Goner eationalists in New- 
England, except as to justification, on whicl point, there is, as 
vet, cenerally here, au adherance to ‘* Old-fashioned Hopkinsian- 
ism.”’ 


**# *# * OT think the way is rapidly preparing for the Intro- 


duction of the ‘new measures,’ so called, at the South. Four 
days-meetings have now become very general; perhaps universal; 
and the ** anxious seat” is becoming more and more popular.— 
On the other side of the Blue Ridge, the Presbyterians have al- 
ready bad a Camp-meeting 

For a time I was ready to indulge the hope that our Southern 
clergy were making progress in the knowledge of the truth. It 
is doubtless so in individual instances; but L have serious appre- 
hensions that it is not generally the case. The distinction between 
natural and moral ability, is much more generaily admitted now 
than formerly; but it 1s not the natural ability of Hopkinsiamsm, 
nor the moral ability of Hopkinsianism, which is bere contended 
for Che natural abil y 1s, I expect, not many degrees from the 
self-determining power of Arminianism. Moral abiliy to do one’s 
duty, generally appears to be something which nothing can com- 
municate save moral suasion, unregenerate doings, and the awaKk- 
ENING and CONVINCING influences of the Holy Spirit. Although 


sinners cannot change their hearts themselves, yet they can easily 
get the Holy Spirit to do it for them. And therefore they are di- 
rected to go to Christ for a new heart. I believe also, that all 
the clergy in this region, are justified by impuled righteousness.” 


The Leaven of Error beginning lo work.—A corr¢ spondent of 
the New-England (Methodist) Christian Herald, from Newbury, 
Vass. not long since, gave an account of the preaching of Drs. 
Beecher and Wisner, at certain four days meetings, and express- 
ed his approbation of the manner in which they exhibited, or rath- 
er concealed, certain unpalatable doctrines. 

Upon these communications of a Methodist, the editor of the 
Vermont Chronicle, remarked (and his remarks was copied with 
approbation by the editor of the Bosion Rec orde Pa“ The truth 
appears to be, as nearly as we can judge from reading these ar- 
ticles, that Drs. Beecher and Wisner have found some way of ex- 
pressing their old doctrines so that this writer, or these writers, 
cannot misunderstand them.” 

A writer in the Boston Telegraph of the 8th inst, over the sig- 
nature of B. D. R. in the course of remarking upon the above ed- 
itorial article, asks the following pertinent questions: 
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¢1, When the editors of the Chronicle and Recorder say, that 
‘‘P)rs. Beecher and Wisner have found some way of expressing 
their old doctrines so that’ the Methodists “‘cannot misunderstand 
them,” do they mean to insiauate that the ‘told doctrines,” of Cal- 
vinism, have heretofore been preached by the ministers of this de- 
nomination, and even by Drs..B. aud W. themselves, so that no- 
body could *‘misunderstand them: 

2. Do they (the editors) intend to assert, that the Methodists 
nave intellects obtuse, above all other men—that there is some 
peculiar structure to their mind, so that doctrines, to come within 
their comprehension, must be expressed in some peculiar way?— 
And have Drs. B & W. made the important discovery how t 
bring truth to harmovize with a Methodist mind? 

3. Do they mean to tell their readers that there is really no es- 
sential diff-rence between the doctrines of Calvinism and the doc- 
trines of Methodism? Do th y mean to say, that the reasor why 
Methodists have opposed and vilified Calvinistic doctrines, is that 
they have misunderstood them?——Was it because W esley did not 
understand the doctrines of Calvinism, that he has told the world 
that he looked upon the ‘God of the Calvinists as worse than the 
Devil?” And is it because the disciples of Wesley have not un- 
derstood the Cualvinistic and Bible doctrines of decrees, election, 
reprobation, and total depravity, disinterested benevolence, &c. 
that they have always opposed these doctrines, with their whole 
heart and strength?”’ 

But it seems that not Doctors only, but churches also, are be- 
ginning to express their Calvinistic doctrines so as to be under- 
stood by Methodists. A church, in this vicinity, recently gathered, 


whose creed, drawn up by a Hopkinsian, was presented by their 


x council, as bis own belief—have been 
induced by this pastor, to make very material alterations in their 
confession of faith, much to the grief of some of its members — 
Whether the Methodists will now understand or misunderstand 
their creed, it is pretty evident, that they will not understand it as 
comprising many of the distinguishing doctrines of Calvinism, o1 


much that would give offence to themselves, or any Arminian. 


young pastor to his ordainin 


MORAL. 


Offences in Churches caused by Intemperance.—The Rev. J. 
R. Barbour, of Byfield, Mass. by Circular Letters to officers of 
churches in N, E. and in N. Y., N. J., Penn. and Ohio, has col- 
lected and published ‘‘ startling facts,” respecting the inroads of 
intemperanee upon the peace and purity of 449 churches, during 
the last half century; a summary of which is presented in the fol- 
lowing ; 

TABLe. 
135 Churches, some of whose Returns embrace a period of 50 
years. 

Whole number of excommunications 800 

For Intemperance 394 


a ce eo ee ae 
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Whole number of confessions 33 
For Int HN Pera sce - 411 
Aggregate of eases of discipline 1,634 
Cases of Intemperance - 803 


118 Churches, whose returns are for 49 years and under 
Whole number of excommonications - - t 
For Intemperance - “ - 

Whole number of confessions 

For Intemperance x 

Aggegate of cases of discipline 348 
Cases of Intemperance 68 

t!2 Churches, whose returns are for 39 years and upwards. 

Whele number of excommunications - 
For Intemperance - . . 
Whole number of confessions - 

For Intemperance - - 

Aggregate of cases of discipline 

Cases of Intemperance - 


94 Churches, whose relurns are for 20 years, and under. 
Whole number of excommunications 

For Iutemperauce - - 

Whole aumber of confessions - 

For latemperance - - - 

Aggregate cases of discipline 


Cases of Intemperance 


SECULAR. 


The Mtssionarics Imprisoned!!!—-A letter from one of the 
honored sufferers has been received at the Missionary Rooms, 
stating that Messrs, Worcester and Butler, Missionaries of the 
American Board, were on their way, with other convicts, to the 
Georgia Penitentiary! ‘The trial terminated on the 19th ult. we 
believe, in their conviction; and as the law did not allow the 
Court any discretion in awarding the punishment, they were sen- 
tenced to hard labor in the Penuentiary for four years! We un- 
derstand, however, that the court were magnanimous enough to 
insult them by a recommendation to the Executive pardon on con- 
dition of their removal from the lands claimed by Georgia. Par- 
don—-for what?--for preaching the Gospel ?—for translating the 
Word of God?—for instructing the ignorant?—for comforting the 
afflicted?—/or honestly claiming the rights of free speech and of 
citizenship?—for the conscientious discharge of imperative duty ?— 
Parden! Let the violators of law, the “ nullifiers’’ of constitu- 
fiens and treaties, the forfeiters of their country’s honor, the 
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tramplers on right ‘and justice and pledged faith, the avaricious 
robbers of the poor, the iuhuman oppressors of the weak, the de- 

iocers and imprisoners of honest patriotism and christian purity, 
the dealers in gratuitous insult and vutrage—let them ask pardon! 


i? . . 
me VECO? (le ; 


Conspiracy in Delaware.—We learn from a gentleman, a res- 
ident of Vover, Delaware, who is now in this city, that a few 


days smce a conspiracy was discevered to have been formed among 


blacks in the county of S c, Del. with the object of revolt- 
ing and risi ivainst the whites. he day of ele_tion was fixed 


: ‘ i | r | ‘ , , 
upon as that on which th t should be made. Fortunatr ly, 


wever, the plot was discovered, and 24 of the prominent par 


icipators in it, were arrested, and are now in the. prison of Sus- 


, 


*x county Appre hensions were also eotertained for the quiet of 
sent county, iv the viemity of Dover Patrols walk the streets 
, 


i 

t 
S 
r 
i 


nightly to prevent surprise, and many of the inhabitants continue 
in a state of much excitement and alarm.——Chr. Mirror. 

‘lhe Montreal Gazette says 5145 emigrants arrived during one 
week, at that city. 


LITERARY. 

American Institute of Instruction.-—The first annua! meeting of 
this Suciety commenced in Boston, on Thursday, 25th of August, 
and closed its sessions on the Tuesday evening next following. — 
The report of the Directors represent d the institution as ma 
flourishing condition, and its prospects encouraging. The number 
of its members is rapidly increasing as well as its popularity and 
usefulness. Lectures were delivered on Natural History—Phisi- 
cal Education—Eoglish Grammar—lInfuence of Academies and 
High Schools upon Gommon Schools—the best means of stimulat- 
ing the student to exertion without the aid of Emulation—Moral 
Education— Study of Arithmetie—-usefulness of Lyceums-——-the 
Education of five senses——the Education of the Blind——Female 
E-ducation——the necessity, and the most practical means of rais- 
ing the qualilications of teachers of common schools. The lec- 
turers belonged to diff rent States.--Educalion Reporter. 


Periodicals in Conneclicut.-—-The Episcopal Watchman says: 

“ There are 39 periodical publications in this State, 25 of which 

ligious. Of the whole, 12 are published in 

y, 8 in New-Haven, 6 in New-London county, 5 in Fair- 

icld county, 2 in Middlesex county, 1 in Litchfield county, 2 in 
folland county, and | in Windham county 

Methodist Book Concern, N  Y.-—The number of persons em- 


lishment is 73 men, 47 boys, and 39 females—~ 


ployed in this estab 
totai 150. The number of printing presses in constant operation 
is 18, and one proof press; together with a Napier Power Press, 
equal to four, for tbe printing of the Christian Advocate and Jour- 
nal 
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POSTAGE OF THIS PAPER 

The following is an extract from a letter, dated ‘‘Post Office 
Department, June 8th, 1831.” 

‘“* To be considered a newspaper, it is necessary the publication 
should contain advertisements, and a summar 'y of news, or notice of 
current events.—If, hereafter, any portion of it should be devoted ta 
the information of the day, it will become proper to consider it a 
newspaper, and to rate the postage on it as such, 

W. T. BARRY.” 

The following is an extract from a letter, dated “‘ Post Office 
Departmeat, Oilice of Application and Lnstruction, Sept. 234, 
. 3 

“lt appears from an examination of this No., that the charac- 
ter of the public tion inr are to the stradisttan of the news of 
the day (in this No. it is in reference to religious matters) is 
changed from what it eae to be in the Ist No., which was 
composed of essays on religious topics without containing apy in- 
formation as to current events. It now becomes a Newspaper, 
as it gives a portion of the news of the day and contains adver- 
tise:neuts;—it should therefore be charged with postage, accord 
ingiy. 


I am, Gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 
S. R. HOBBIE, 
Assistant P. M. General.” 


The postage of this paper, to any place within the Stale in which 


u is prinicd, is one cent; to any place wilhoul that S'a‘e, not dis- 
tant more than one hundred miles, one cent—over a hundred miles, 
one and a half cent. 
THEOLOGICAL WORKS 

Patey’s Narva ‘HeoLtoGcy, illustrated by ¢t lates and by a 
selection from the notes of James axtou, with  dditional notes, original 
and selected —New edition. 

Warson’s ‘TuEOLOGICAL INsTITUTES, or a view of the evidences, 
doctrines, morals and institations of ( hristianity, by Kichard Watson.— 
Stereotype edition 

In addition to the above may be found a very valuable collection of 
Theological and other Books at CORY & BROWN’ 

13, Market-street 


AN ESSAY ON THE STATE OF INFAN'TS, by Rev. Alvan Hyde 

D. D. Price 10 cents. For sale by HUTCHENS & SHEPARD. 
BOOK & JOB PRINTING. 

WILTLIAM MARSHALL & Co No. 12, Market-Square 4th story, re- 
spectfully inform the public that they have jast added to their stock of ma- 
terials, an entire new office, selected with great care by a gentieman who 
contemplated proseeu’ ing the printing business in thistown, ‘This being 
added to t eir former iarge assortment of materials, makes an extensive va- 
riety, and enables them to offer very great advantages to persons who may 
want any kind of Letter Press Printing done in good style, and at short no“ 
tice. 


Providence, Oct. 81, 18381, 








